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Laura Hopper
Watercolor Artist

During the years I spent as a career teacher and 
mother of three boys, my opportunities to paint 
came intermittently. Whenever I picked up my 
brushes the world's colors, shapes, and shadows 
became more defined.  Digital photography has 
made it possible for me to quickly record light 
reflecting off a garbage can in Paris; orange net 
stockings on a girl in Barcelona;  a lone artichoke  
in an abandoned field on Sauvie Island.  Gathering 
images for future paintings makes  travel more 
interesting – whether it's a trip to buy groceries 
or an adventure in China.

After retiring from teaching, my husband and I 
took off for a three year vacation in Cape Canav-
eral, Florida.  I felt warmly welcomed when my 
paintings were accepted in both the Florida Wa-
tercolor Society Show and the Florida Colored 
Pencil Society Show.  That was followed by invi-
tations to hang in two galleries and opportunities 
to teach watercolor classes in three locations.  It 
was a fun time, but as our adult children returned 
with their families to their home in Oregon, we 
knew it was time for us to return home, too.  

I enjoy being at that stage in life where I can paint 
"according to the rules"…or… not!  Sometimes I 
paint carefully rendered pictures of flowers and 
sometimes I just pour and splash.  Sometimes my 
painted giraffes match the colors in the zoo, and 
sometimes they match my mood for the day –
and that can be colorful.

My favorite way to exhibit is where I can be face-
to-face with the admirer… or the critic.  For the 
past three summers I have enjoyed setting up a 
booth at the Orenco Station Farmer's Market 
and numerous other outdoor and indoor shows. 
I could never have done all this without my one-
man support system.  My husband is my mat 
cutter, framer, and tent assembly guy.  Together 
we are experiencing the joy that art can bring.

"Turtle"
 by Laura Hopper
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President’s Message

The gallery is just beginning to have that look of Christmas-- which is right around the corner.  Please consider adding to the 
magic by bringing in ornaments or gift items for sale.  The next 2 months represent a huge percentage of the gallery sales. Why 
not be a part of it? 

Board News

2008 Elections
It‘s that time of year when the Board needs to start replacing its retiring members. Last month, you were told that Christine Helton 
had resigned as Vice President.  I will also be resigning as President in March.  It has been a pleasure to serve on the Board 
these past four years, but I have found that working full time doesn’t allow me to give this job the attention it deserves and have a 
balanced creative life at the same time.  I will miss being President and hope we can find replacements for both these necessary
positions.  

Here are the positions that need to be filled:

Board Members:
President
First Vice President

Committee Chair:
Cashier
Inside Show Chair (this could be broken up into a shared position with one person being in charge of hanging the gallery and 
the other being in charge of the Artist of the Month and juried shows)

Yahoo Group or Google Apps Monitor to set up and monitor our gallery communication using one of these groups.  A com-
puter savvy person will best be suited here. (Please read on for more information)

If you are interested in helping us in anyway, please call me.

2008 Dues . . .
. . . are due Jan 1!  As you know, we have been transitioning this year to have all members’ dues due at one time.  Please get 
your payments in early and avoid the rush.

Monthly Artist Receptions

One of the goals for 2008 will be FELLOWSHIP.  The intent is to try to increase the networking opportunities with fellow artists in 
several ways.  One way will be through requiring that each Featured Artist of the Month hold an Opening or Artist Reception.  We
are hoping to see these regularly attended and supported by our members.  It will also increase our opportunities for more expo-
sure in the community by having new people invited to the gallery in addition to giving the media something to key into when pub-
licizing our monthly shows.  We will also be religiously holding quarterly meetings.  (More information in this issue of Art Focus)

Speaking of Monthly Shows

The Gallery has decided to take the next 4 months to try a new approach to our monthly shows.  The current Holiday show will 
be left up though the end of December.  In January, a new two month show will be hung through end of February.  It has been 
noted that fewer people are contributing paintings for our monthly shows; we are not sure of the reasons for this, but we suspect 
that everyone is busy.   One idea being discussed is that we would rotate 1/3 the gallery every month.  Many galleries do this. 
We would divide the membership into 3 groups.  Every 3 months you would be picking up paintings and delivering others.  Your 
work could stay up for 3 months at a time.  If you needed to pull it out sooner for some reason you could call the Hanging Chair
and make arrangements to replace it.  What do you think?

Have a wonderful Holiday Season!
Lenall Siebenaler, President




